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Preventing Crimes of Opportunity

The City of Veneta con-
tracted deputies and their
partners in the Fern Ridge
Neighborhood Watch
(FRNW) are working hard to
prevent crime. Meanwhile,
thieves are looking for sim-
ple crimes of opportunity.
These can include stealing
packages from porches, the
contents of a mailbox, valua-
bles left in an unlocked car,
and even information about

personal identity found in
trash cans on the curb.

But Veneta Sergeant
Steve Sieczkowski says a
few simple steps can make
you less vulnerable to such
property crimes. First, he
recommends all homes in-
stall motion-activated lights.

To avoid porch theft, he
suggests planning for pack-
age deliveries. Have pack-
ages delivered to your work
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place if possible. When plac-
ing your order, include spe-
cial delivery instructions.

Lane County Sheriff's
Office’s (LCSO) Neighbor-
hood Watch Coordinator,
Sergeant Carrie Carver, of-
fers additional tips. Keep
your home’s exterior well lit,
especially around entryways.
“Lights on timers inside the
home can give the appear-
ance that someone is

McCoy and Cotter Bring Perspective to City Council

At the Jan. 14 Veneta
City Council meeting, newly
re-elected Councilors Thom-
as Cotter and Robbie McCoy
will be sworn in to begin four
-year terms that run through
Dec. 2022. “We are so fortu-
nate to have two elected

two-year hiatus, Cotter has
been on the Council for 20
years. A principal broker/

owner of Fern Ridge Realty,

Cotter also serves on the
Lane Council of Govern-
ments Loan Advisory Com-
mittee and also serves on

and communications infra-

structure, building out bicycle

and walking trails around
Veneta, and creating a safe,
sustainable, and economi-
cally viable community for all
Veneta residents.

“His institutional
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home,” she explains. If pos-
sible, get a security system.
“Homes with security sys-
tems, cameras, and a sign
out front rarely get burglar-
ized,” says Carver.

Always lock doors and
windows on your home, ve-
hicle, and garage. “Thieves
will walk through a neighbor-
hood trying doors,” she con-
tinues. “Don’t let yours be

(See “Crimes” on page 2)

past that still guide us to-
day.”

A local business leader,
McCoy has been the owner
of Robbie’s Windowbox Cafe
since 2001 and served as
treasurer and a member of
the Board of Directors for the

the Lane Council of Govern-
ments Board of Directors. As
a councilor, he takes a spe-

cial interest in expanding the

Veneta-Fern Ridge Chamber
of Commerce since 2002. In
2009, Mayor Sandra Larson
appointed McCoy to a citizen

officials who bring great
strength and experience to
their positions,” said City
Administrator Ric Ingham.

knowledge is invaluable,”
Ingham explained. “He pro-
vides great perspective
about how and why we

With the exception of a

area’s fiber-optic capability
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the one that’s unlocked!”
Don’t leave valuables where
they can be seen inside the
vehicle or through your front
door or window. Thieves
won’t hesitate to break a
window if the prize is tempt-
ing enough.

Keep foliage trimmed
around windows and doors
where burglars are most like-
ly to gain access. Plant a
thorny bush or shrub, such
as a rose, beneath windows.
Make the potential area of
entry uncomfortable for
thieves.

Leaving town for a few
days or more? Ask a friend
or neighbor to check on your
house. “Have them move
things around on the front
porch and sit awhile,” Carver
suggests. Also, stop your
mail and newspaper deliv-
ery, but don’t put a note to
your delivery person on the

outside of the box.
“Criminals will see that note
too.”

To avoid identity theft,
do not dispose of personal
mail in your trash. “Thieves
will dig through your trash
and, even if you've torn up
your mail, they will piece it
back together and make a
‘profile’ to steal your identi-
ty,” adds Deputy Richard
Smith. And, because proper-
ty crimes are more frequent
at night, he also recom-
mends that trash cans be put
out on the morning of collec-
tion, rather than the night
before.

“If you are the victim of a
crime or witness suspicious
activity, call the Lane County
Sheriff's Office immediately,”
urges Sieczkowski. This in-
creases the odds that a dep-
uty can arrive in time to
make contact with suspects.

“People frequently use

McCoy and Cotter

(Continued from page 1)
position on the City’s Budget
Committee. Because of her
long experience with the
Chamber, Mayor Larson im-
mediately appointed McCoy
as the Council Liaison to the
Veneta-Fern Ridge Chamber
as well. In February, 2017,
she was sworn in to fill the
remaining two years of a
four-year term vacated by
City Councilor Laura Ruff.
“‘Robbie really has the
pulse of the community,”
Ingham continued. “When
you run a coffee shop, you
hear what the community

Rates
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Master Plan to invest in the
sewer system and keep
pace with current needs and

thinks. Robbie is able to
share those perspectives
with her fellow council mem-
bers so they can best repre-
sent the community’s inter-
ests.”

McCoy’s special inter-
ests include Fern Ridge
Neighborhood Watch, estab-
lishing a Community Policing
District, expanding pedestri-
an and bicycle paths, as well
as creating business oppor-
tunities in Veneta.

The Council priorities for
the coming years will include
street improvement projects,
public safety, law enforce-

future growth. In 2017, the
Veneta City Council con-
tracted a third-party financial
consultant to conduct a com-

social media to ‘report’
crimes,” says FRNW Captain
Dave Quirk. Posts are not a
substitute for calling in a re-
port to LCSO, but social me-
dia does have a role to play.
“After calling the Sheriff’'s
Office, follow up by posting
pictures you may have cap-
tured as well as describing
the event and location,” he
continues. Sharing this infor-
mation through the neighbor-
hood watch or other commu-
nity sites helps your neigh-
bors be proactive in protect-
ing their own property and to
potentially help identify a
criminal.

Make a New Year’s res-
olution to protect your home
and property in 2019. Carver
suggests that residents use
LCSO’s free Home Security/
Safety Evaluation. “An ex-
pert will come visit your
home, making suggestions
of how you can change your

ment and parks.

“Now that the City has
addressed initial pavement
preservation projects, the
Council will likely focus on
larger street projects such as
improvements to East
Hunter, 8" Street, and Per-
kins,” said Ingham. Also,
with the Community Policing
District failing to gain sup-
port, the Council will want to
evaluate the City’s existing
law enforcement contract, he
believes. “It’s also time to
revisit our Parks Master
Plan,” which was last updat-
ed in 1998. “Since that up-

prehensive Wastewater Sys-
tem Development Fee and
Sewer Rate Analysis. The
study recommended the City

landscaping, improve sight-
lines to other homes, and
improve ingress and egress
for emergency personnel.”
These crime prevention au-
dits are free of charge. To
schedule yours, visit
www.lanesheriff.org and se-
lect the “crime prevention”
link.

To report a crime or sus-
picious behavior, call LCSO
at 541-682-4141. If the situa-
tion is urgent or you are in
personal danger, dial 911.
To learn more about partici-
pating in a Neighborhood
Watch, visit the City of Ve-
neta’s website and select the
“Services” link to reach the
“Public Safety” page, which
has a Fern Ridge Neighbor-
hood Watch tab; visit
www.lanesheriff.org and se-
lect the “Neighborhood
Watch” link; or call Sergeant
Carver at 541-682-4179.

date, we've invested in the
Territorial Skate Park, the
community pool, the kiddie
pool, and City Park, enrich-
ing the lives of our resi-
dents.”

The Veneta City Council
consists of a Mayor and four
Councilors elected from the
City at large. McCoy and
Cotter are joined by Counci-
lors Calvin Kenney and Keith
Weiss. The Council meets
on the second and fourth
Mondays of each month at
6:30 p.m. at City Hall, with
meetings open to the public.

implement a 7 percent in-
crease each year from July
2018 through 2024.
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